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Discovering their story….



Military Breakdown

  White Soldiers in the Union Army
  White Soldiers in the Confederate Army
  Black soldiers in the Union Army
  Black sailors in the Union Navy
  White sailors in the Confederate Navy

2,500,0001,550,000

5,500 18,000

The call 
to bear 
arms….

4.3 million 
(estimate)



~ Beginnings ~

1857

• U.S. Supreme Court rules on the Dred 
Scott case. As a slave, he could not claim 
citizenship, therefore he could not sue 
the government.

1860
• Abraham Lincoln becomes President
• Rumblings of secession begins

1861
• The Confederacy forms on February 8th 
• Ft. Sumter is attacked on April 10th



The Fight for the Right to Fight

April, 1861                           

Letters begin to 
arrive in 
Washington from 
Black volunteers 
requesting to 
serve.

December, 1861
Black men form drill 

companies in 
Kansas, Ohio, South 

Carolina and 
Louisiana in hopes 

of serving their 
country.



Marching Toward Equality



Ready, Willing & Able



Entering Into War
The First Five Regiments

1st Louisiana Native Guards, A.D.
“Corps d’ Afrique”

73rd USCI



Entering Into War
The First Five Regiments

1st South Carolina Volunteers
33rd USCI

http://www.historicalartprints.com/images/product_large/1st_south_carolina_volunteer_infantry_lg.jpg
http://www.historicalartprints.com/images/product_large/1st_south_carolina_volunteer_infantry_lg.jpg


1st South Carolina Volunteers
33rd USCI

Entering Into War
The First Five Regiments



Entering Into War
The First Five Regiments

1st Kansas Colored Volunteers/79th USCI

“It is useless to talk any more about Negro courage.
  The men fought like tigers, each and every one of them.”



Entering Into War
Capt. William Mathews



Entering Into War
The First Five Regiments

54th Massachusetts

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The original members of the 54th Massachusetts
(top) did much of their training at Fort Lincoln, Va.,
where they were photographed.



On the Battlefield –
Ft. Wagner, SC

54th Massachusetts



On the Battlefield –
Ft. Wagner, SC

Sgt. William Carney,  holding the 54th regiment flag 



Recipient of the Medal of Honor
and

The Butler Medal

William Carney 



Entering Into War
The First Five Regiments

55th Massachusetts

Andrew 
Jackson 
Smith,
 Medal of  Honor recipient



On the Battlefield –
Chaffin’s Farm, VA



On the Battlefield –
Chaffin’s Farm, VA

Officers of the 4th, 7th , 8th, 9th and 45th USCI



Distinguishing Themselves in Battle
Pvt. Bruce Anderson, 142nd New York Vol. Infantry 2nd Battle of Ft. Fisher, NC
Pvt. William H. Barnes, 38th USCI   Chaffin’s Farm, VA, 
First Sgt. Powhatan Beaty, 5th USCI   Chaffin’s Farm, VA
First Sgt. James Bronson, 5th USCI   Chaffin’s Farm, VA
Sgt. William H. Carney, 54th Massachusetts  Battle of Ft. Wagner, SC
Cpl.  Decatur Dorsey, 39th USCI    Battle of the Crater, VA
Sgt. Maj. Christian Fleetwood, 4th USCI  Chaffin’s Farm, VA
Pvt. James D. Gardiner, 36th USCI   Chaffin’s Farm, VA
Sgt. James H. Harris, 38th USCI   Chaffin’s Farm, VA
Pvt. Thomas Hawkins, 6th USCI   Battle of Deep Bottom, VA
Sgt. Alfred B. Hinton, 4th USCI   Chaffin’s Farm, VA
Cpl. Miles James, 36th USCI   Chaffin’s Farm, VA
First Sgt. Alexander Kelly, 6th USCI   Chaffin’s Farm, VA
First Sgt. Robert Pinn, 5th  USCI   Chaffin’s Farm, VA
First Sgt. Edward Ratcliff, 38th USCI   Chaffin’s Farm, VA
Cpl. Andrew J. Smith, 55th Massachusetts  Battle of Honey Hill, SC
Pvt. Charles Veale, 4th USCI   Chaffin’s Farm, VA



A Change of Mind and Heart

First Sgt. 
Robert A. Pinn

First Sgt. 
Powhatan Beaty

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/1/1c/Robert_A_Pinn_touchup.jpg


On Land and At Sea

Robert Walker, USCN,
Wilson’s Creek, MO

Unknown “First Class Boy”



First Class
Boy

  Robert
Blake

of
South

Carolina

Landsman

Wilson
Brown

of
Mississippi

Landsman

Aaron
Anderson

of
North

Carolina



Robert Smalls, Gunboat Pilot

“My race needs no special defense, 
for the past history of them in this 

country proves them to be the equal 
of any people anywhere.  

All they need is an equal chance in 
the battle of life.”



Land and Sea

His aim, he said, was “to 
show, in behalf of his 

race, that a Negro can be 
an officer and a 

gentleman.”



Healers of the Body

Maj.  
Martin Delany, 

M.D.

Lt. Col. 
Alexander  

Augusta, M.D.

C. C. Radmore, J. F. Stevenson, 
J. M. Rand, W. A. Conover, 
D. McKay,  and N. Folson, 

USCT Surgeons



“Look to the North Star”

Lt. Anderson R. Abbot, Contract  Surgeon 

Anselm Achim, Asst. Surgeon, 41st USCT

Lt. Col. Alexander T. Augusta, M.D., 7th USCT

William Clunie, Asst. Surgeon,10th USCT

Maj. Martin Robeson Delany,104th USCT

Jerome Riley, Contract Surgeon

William S. Tremaine, Asst. Surgeon, 31st USCT

Charles M. Wright, 32nd USCT 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Underground Railroad well established, some former slaves having been there since 1811.  92 former slaves, some second-generation Canadians, of them four surgeons and three asst. surgeons returned to the States to fight for that which they believed, some never to see Canada again.  From the 1969 book by Victor Ullman.



“To the Beat of a Different Drum”

Miles Moore, 
Company H

54th Massachusetts

John Gooseberry, 
Company E

54th  Massachusetts



“To the Beat of a Different Drum”

Drummer Boy with the 45th Illinois Infantry 
at Cold Harbor, VA



Illinois Connections – 29th USCT Infantry

Flag of the 29th United States 
Colored Troops

Preserved at the 
Illinois State Historical Society

Springfield, Illinois



Illinois Connections – 29th USCT Infantry

Col. John Armstrong Bross



Illinois Connections – 29th USCT Infantry

Pvt. Lewis Martin

29th USCT at Petersburg



The 
Next 

Chapter….

10th USCC and 25th USCI, post-war

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/11/10_CAV_COA.gif
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e7/Buffalo_soldiers1.jpg


THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE
THE COLORED TROOPS

 “Wherever a Negro has been tried, the courage, 

steadfastness, and endurance of the African race have been 

triumphantly vindicated.  

 The Negro will fight for his liberty, for his place 

among men, for his right to develop himself in whatever 

direction he chooses; he will prove himself a hero, and if need 

be, a martyr.”

Our Place in History



Their Spirit Lives On



Pvt. Hubbard Pryor



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
My poor friend [Sergeant Peter] Vogelsang is shot through the lungs; his case is critical, but the doctor says he may probably live. His company suffered very much
In the Civil War, at the Second Battle of Fort Wagner on July 18, 1863, former Trinity member Peter Vogelsang, the oldest member of the all-black 54th led by the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, is wounded in a heroic but doomed charge on the Fort, but survives; he becomes one of the first black commissioned officers in the American army. Vogelsang was also a founding member of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, New Haven; he was one of 46 black founding members who left Trinity when the vestry voted to restrict black members to a handful of pews in the back of the church. As clerk of the newly formed St. Luke’s he worked with Rector Croswell to found the new all black church in New Haven
Vogelsang came from a family of activists. His father was a founding member of both the African Society for Mutual Relief and St. Philip’s Episcopal Church. He married into another prominent black family when he wed Theodocia DeGrasse, the daughter of George and Maria DeGrasse. During the Civil War, Peter served in the famous Massachusetts 54th Regiment under Colonel Shaw. 




Facebook @
“Stories of the United States Colored Troops”

Jerilyn Lee, USCT Historian
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