
Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site 



ÅOriginally 4000 acres with 120 mounds. 

ÅThere was a population of 15 ς20,000.

ÅToday only 80 mounds remain, with 72 
being protected on approximately 2300 
acres.

ÅThe Site is owned by the State of 
Illinois and managed by the Illinois 
Dept. of Natural Resources.
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Old Museum, 
near Monks 
Mound.





Late Woodland A.D. 700     Emergent Mississippian A.D. 800-1000     Mississippian Period A.D. 1000 - 1400



/ŀƘƻƪƛŀΩǎ [ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ
ÅBeing situated near the 

confluence of the Mississippi, 
Missouri and Illinois Rivers, 
ǘƘŜǎŜ άƘƛƎƘǿŀȅǎέ ƎŀǾŜ /ŀƘƻƪƛŀ 
access to the resources located 
along their drainage systems.

ÅThe broad expanse of 
floodplain, called the ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 
.ƻǘǘƻƳΣέ with its numerous 
streams, lakes, sloughs and 
marshes, provided many  
resources, such as fish, 
waterfowl and aquatic flora and 
fauna. These wetlands had 
developed in former channels of 
the Mississippi. The fertile soils 
of the floodplain also were 
important for agriculture.
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A PLANNED CITY
City planning began as early 
as 900 AD with the 
construction of the first 
terrace of Monks Mound.

Aligned to the Cardinal 
Directions.

Offset by only five degrees 
east of north.



Excavations done by Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville prior to construction uncovered:
over 80 prehistoric structures, several hundred 
pits and other features. 



ÅAgricultural system based on 
cultivation of corn, pumpkin, squash, 
sunflower, lambs quarter, may grass, 
little barley, marshelder, erect 
knotweed, etc. 





ÅStockade  (Palisade) 

ÅBuilt between A.D. 1175 - 1275 

Å2 miles long

ÅBuilt 4 times

ÅBastions for warriors to stand on


