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Archaeological Perspective



Koster: A Stratified Site 
near Eldred, Illinois

• Covering ~3 acres and 
extending more than 30 feet 
into alluvial terraces

• Excavated by Northwestern 
University & the Center for 
American Archeology 
(Kampsville) 1969-1978

• Nearly 10,000 years of 
occupation



Image courtesy Center for American Archeology



The importance of place

• Located between limestone bluffs and upland loess plains and the 
Illinois River floodplain 

• Seasonal backwater lakes within a half mile
• Chert sources found in nearby limestone bluffs
• Visible places on the landscape for memorializing the deceased



Illinois Archaeological 
Predictive Model 

(Illinois State 
Archaeological Survey)



New Philadelphia 
before Free Frank
• 2002-2003 walkover survey

• ~26.5 acres surveyed within the town 
boundary

• Approx. 1,100 pre-contact lithic artifacts 
recovered

• All local Burlington chert

• No diagnostic material

• 2003 interview with Armisteads

• Possible Late Archaic (ca. 4,000-3,000 BP)

??
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Ball State University

Gwaltney 2004: Fig 11



Treaty of St. Louis, 1804

• Sauk and Meskwaki (Fox) Nations 
cede lands between the 
Mississippi and Illinois Rivers in 
Illinois, and land in Wisconsin and 
Missouri

• Tribal representatives not 
authorized to negotiate land 
cessions

• Black Hawk later stated the treaty 
was invalid since the Sac and Fox 
were not properly represented



Potawatomi Trail of Death



Contemporary 
Tribes with 
links to Pike 
County

Ho-Chunk/Winnebago

Ioway

Kickapoo

Miami

Osage

Otoe-Missouria

Peoria

Potawatomi

Sac & Fox (Meskwaki)
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