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Edginton,

Interim
Director,
Director of
Interpretation

The lllinois State Museum houses and cares for artifacts from

the New Philadelphia archaeology dig. They are not currently
on display.
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Springfield

Nalo Mitchell
Executive Director

Tonight:
Kathryn Harris,
Board Member

Springfield and Central
lllinois African American
History Museum




Springfield and Central lllinois
African American History Museum







A STORY OF RACE WAR
IN THE NORTH

Riot Toll

5 White men killed by gunshot
2 Black men Iynched
1 Black infant died from exposure
during flight
Countiess persons injured
Approximately 40 businesses,
Black and White, damaged
or destroyed
40 residential buildings destroyed
by fire, all Black-occupied,
all White-owned
Hundreds of Blacks homeless
$120,000 in property damage
($2.9 million in 2008 dollars)
No convictions for the lynchings,
killings, or the destruction
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The Story of Scott Burton
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Jacl-gsm'_u:ille

Art Wilson

Founding
Executive Director

Jacksonville African
American Museum

Woodlawn Farms
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Earl Pursley

President and
Museum Curator

Pike County
Historical Society

East School
Museum
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Thezr Ancestor F ounded a sze County Town

SPECIAL GUESTS at the
Society meeting April 13 were some of the descend-
ants of “Free Frank” McWorter whose history was
_the subject for the evening’s program. In this group

Pike County Higtorical

are, left fo right, top row: Cordell McWorter of
Maywood and his daughter Patricia, great-grandson
and great-great-granddaughter of Free Frank; Mrs
;' Alberta McWorter - Ewing of Chicago, great-grand-
I | daughter of Free Frank; Mrs Elizabeth Reeves  of

Jacksonville, granddaughter of Wm. Butler, early
AR G INE L A Y g P O S St S R S

Jacksonville, a friend; Bottom row: Mrs Nellie Lewis
of Pittsfield, a friend; Mrs Irene Butler Brown of
Jacksonville, mother of Mrs Reeves and daughter of
Wm. Butler; Thelma McWorter Kirkpatrick of Chi-
cago, great-granddaughter of Free Frank. The women
are displaying some of the family documents and an
etching of Free Frank’s wife, Lucy. Lemoyne Wash-
ington of Barry, grandson of James Washington whose
second wife was the granddaughter of Free Frank,
had left for home \vhen thns photo was taken (See
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Published 1964

by
Pike County Historical Society




Tribune photo by Wes Smith

Juliet E.K. Walker is working to put her great-great-grandfather’s
gravesite on the state’s map and into public consciousness.



Upcoming Displays

Road to Revival

The Rise of New Philadelphia
Our display will feature Frank and Lucy and the founding of
New Philadelphia as the centerpiece

A second display will follow the rebirth highlighting Pike
County citizens who have been
a part of the revival.
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New Philadelphia
C Griggsville
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Barry

Marynel
Corton

Curator

Executive
Director, New
Philadelphia
Association




Entrance to the
museum
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New Philadelphia
Descendants in 1960s




Likes Land
Surveyors
Sign

Yes, it’s the
same Likes
For whom
the
Lecture
Series is
named.




Barry Civil
War Flag
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This Looking for Lincoln sign is the first one to be placed outside of the Pittsfield area in Pike County.
It tells about the New Philadelphia residents including Free Frank and Free Lucy being members of the

church from the early years and that another member of the church, Calvin Jackson of Barry took a
famous picture of Abraham Lincoln in 1858 at Pittsfield.

The sign also tells the story of Free Frank acquiring a legal last name in 1837 when he petitioned the
lllinois State Legislature. Abraham Lincoln was a member when it was voted to secure the name of

Frank McWorter for Free Frank. He needed a legal last name in order to protect himself and the town
he created. Dedicated May 26, 2022



New
Philadelphia
Historic Site
3 mi. east of
Barry

Ad placed
in

2023
Looking
For
Lincoln
Visitors
Guide

SE2AUINCY fe

Founded in 1836 by Frank McWorter, a freedman, New Philadelphia is the first town in our
nation founded and legally registered by an African American. In addition to founding this racially
diverse community where African Americans and European Americans lived together in one of the most
racially turbulent eras and regions of our country’s history, Frank McWorter purchased freedom for
himself and at least fifteen additional family members-all through his own enterprises.

This National Historic Site was recently designated the country’s 424th National Park. Located three
miles east of Barry, Illinois, visitors will find:

« A pavilion with six interpretive wayside signs
« A self-guided augmented reality walking tour using a free downloadable app

« A butterfly garden and pollinator plot

You may also validate your Passport to Your National Parks booklet with the official NPS Underground
Railroad Network to Freedom stamp at Barry City Hall or the Barry Museum.

Explore this historically significant site and learn about the perseverance of Frank McWorter!

— New —
Philadelphia

Est. 1836

2150 E. County Road 2, Barry, Illinois
newphiladelphiail.org

enjoy

iliingis






Lynn Snyder

Board Member
of HHSQAC

Chair of the
Exhibits
Committee

Exhibit
Coordinator for
the History
Museum on the
Square.
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Terrell
Dempsey

Vice president,
Co-curator

The Quincy
Underground
Railroad at the
Richard Eells
House

he-at incy Uﬂaerground Railroad at
Richard Eells House
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Faye Dant
Executive Director

Jim’s Journey:
The Huck Finn
Freedom Center

Hannibal, Mo

Faye was unable to
join us on June 13.
We encourage you to
visit the museum!

~ TOM SaWvl
HUCKLEBERRY
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