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Frank McWorter’s incredible attributes to free himself and 16 
family members from slavery in Kentucky and establish a 

biracial community in Pike County, IL and
The remarkable collaboration of the members of the 62nd 
and 65th US Colored Infantries and their white officer to 

found Lincoln (Institute) University as the end of the US Civil 
War in 1865





Frank’s Priorities, Planning, and Relationships:Enslaved and Free

Enslaved decision points( timeline) and exceptional challenges 1777-1819

These acts take place in Pulaski County KY where Frank’s owner/father purchased land and tasked  Frank 
to clear and develop it. Frank was 18 years old in 1795.  

Got permission to hire himself out and took the initiative to established his own salt-peter ammunition 
operation . Saved his money and at the age of 22 married Lucy, slave of  nearby white family. Lucy was 6 
years older than Frank. Over the next 5 years they had four children, Juda, Frank Jr., Sarah and Solomon, 
all owned by the slave owner. IMAGINE having a wife and children all the property of a slave owner with 
the authority to sell all or each for his profit.

At the age of 40 (1817) Frank Purchased Lucy’s and  their unborn son (Squire) freedom . 
IMAGINE the risk of leaving your four children at risk for sell or trade WITH YOUR BEST ASSURANCE 
BEING TO MAINTAIN GOOD RELATIONSHIPS WITH THEIR SLAVE OWNER. 

At the age of 42 (1819) Purhased his own freedom and his own land plus the salt peter 
operation  in Kentucky.  Family records show that Frank, Lucy, Squire, Commodore, and Lucy Ann, their 
free born children, Frank’s purpose, and plans appear to be working and  at the age of 22 (1826) Frank Jr., 
took the underground to Canada.  IMAGINE GAINING YOUR FREEDOM AND A STEP CLOSER TO 
PURCHASING YOUR ENSLAVED CHILDREN AND YOUR OLDEST ENSLAVED SON. ESCAPES TO  
FREEDOM AND CANADA through the underground railroad. FRANK JR 22 years old escaped to Windsor, 
Ontario Canada in 1826.



Frank began Negoitating to pay his son’s owner for Frank Jr’s freedom but his offers were turned down many 
times. Runaway slaves were regarded as an enticement to other slaves and caused slave owners to increase their 
vigilance to restrict their slaves movements. Frank continued to negoitate and paid a premium to his son’s owner 
in exchange for Frank Jr’s freedom papers: Frank traded his slat peter mine operation for Jr’s freedom. Frank 
used the underground railroad to communicate with his son 400 miles away in Canada and by 1830 Frank Jr had 
taken the underground railroad back to Kentucky. Frank Sr was looking to leave Kentucky and learned of land 
opportunities in IL and sold his remaining land in KY to purchase sight unseen the land in Pike County IL.

IMAGINE YOURSELF AT AGE 53; WITH A WIFE 59; AND SONS 26AND 13, WITH A DAUGHTER 5 
AMKING A 500 MILE TRIP THROUGH WILDNERNESS TRAILS NOTORIOUS FOR ENCOUNTERS WITH SLAVE 
CATCHERS, HOSTILE NATIVE AMERICANS AND WITHOUT HOLIDAY INNS OR CRACKERBARREL TO CARE FOR 
YOUR WEARY SOULS. FRANK, LUCY, AND  Frank Jr 26; Squire13;Commodore 7;and Lucy Ann 5. Left Kentucky 
in 1830 and arrived in IL spring of 1831 (appx 6 months travel due to winter snows and freezing tempertaures).

NOTE: END IMAGINATION EXERCISE AND CONCLUDE FRANK’S ACTIONS AS LISTED BELOW.

Decisions as a freeman to move freemembers of his family to IL and earn enough money to purchase the freedom 
of Solomon, Sarah, and Juda and grandchildren in KY 1831-1854

Purhased Solomon 1835 Surveyed and platted 42 acres and founded multi-racial town called New 
Philadelphia 1836

Purchased daughter Sarah’s Freedom 1843 Purchased daughter Juda 1850

Frank left funds to free some grandchildren….Frank died 1854. HIS LEGACY IS A MONUMENT TO FREEDOM



Lincoln University MO-The Only HBCU Founded By Black 
Civil War Soldiers and Their White Officer(s)



Current Entrance to Lincoln University MO  



Painting of the founding of Lincoln Institute by former slaves from Missouri who 

volunteered as soldiers in the 62nd and 65th Colored Infantries. The painting 

depicts the men around a camp fire in Fort McIntosh TX at the end of the Civil War 

in 1865. 



Richard Baxter Foster

First Principal of Lincoln 



Enman E. Page 1st President Lincoln Institute-Stability and 
Change

























Wathal B, Moore, First Black State Representative in MO -1920



Nathan B. Young -1923-27 & 29-31 –
Architect of Lincoln’s Academic Excellence in the 1950’s and beyond



From Lincoln Institute to Lincoln University- Young Hall -Named for Nathan B. Young in 
1938 



Dr. John Moseley, Lincoln University MO President and The Soldiers Monument



New Philadelphia-Lincoln Univiversity 
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