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Confrontmg I\/Iyths

Martin Luther King, Jr.,, motorcade, Chicago Freedom Movement July 10,
1966, Chicago Urban League Photos, University of lllinois at Chicago
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“There shall be neither slavery
nor involuntary servitude in

the said territory.”
Article 6 of the Northwest Ordinance, 1787
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The United States hase the Fee Simple in purt, and
the right to wccupr the whole of the countrv between the
Wiscomsin  and the sunrved lands south of Rock river.

Map of U.S. Lead Mines

i B on Upper Mississippi River,
1-5 N e o ot oaen | .
R.W. Chandler, Galena, lllinois, 1829.

nver on whick) Galdena is sitwalted.
when (ranslaled into English, means —
Small Rox, or more literally, a Fever that
Blisters, & was so namaed from the cir
cumsiance of sweral hundred, of the nav|
lwes dywng thero of that diseaseand
thery boing no charaderistio to jus -
ufy naming it Rever river. or Bean
river. as translated from the Frondk,
jk 1o reason isknewm wiy ke miginalname |
should, nov have the preference.

ore (Sulphuret) kas deer
found, in ils originaldpesit, i
\extans of this countly, as o juktly

§ the expectation of thay matal bang

and the line marked alhm/ sugur creek to the Mississippi
(ommissioners are appai.n/ﬂi Wr the purpase of exlinguish
ing the Indian title to the whole in the course of the sum
mer, Br the wale of which the Government has madeno
provision except a secdion upon wich stands the loun
ot Galena.

The mines are worked by private individiceds, who
pav the (overnment tor ,:m‘/ﬂ pnwln/f a tlenth ol all
the lead fact . The Super dent has the
powerof pmfrrwmy mdl rudes, as will prevent disputes,
and. secure. the Govern ment against wusle and fivnd;
to whick all who engage in rrwmy are bownd lo subscribe.
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« Farnaces or Swelting ~ extablishments

A lot of 200vards square is allowed lo every (wo miners, o3 Diseowrries of” Mineral o Lieac e .
and ome in addition Fir every two hands ﬂuph; ed.(lo - Aoads.
be located § atakat'/ré/ﬂu miners on. anv unocupied  opper.

e Blast Uine of'the purchase lately

ground,) whick may be abandmed at pleasure and made al mm_”ham~

anather taken. The occupants have the exclusive ben
efit of their own. discoveries, but are restricted. in
the sate of their mineral to a licensed smelter, who,
is obliged to quw vond in a penalty of 540.000,t0 pav
the Government a 10% of all the ‘lead he manutictures.
Leases of halfa seddon  for three vears. may be oblain-
ed on bonds of § 0. with a like  condition

Miners are entited to the free use of timber for
building and  fuel. Smelters ure allowed sulticient
to carrv on their works. Lessees can  onlv use tir
smelting on  their half sections, but if there shold
beno  tmber, they must sell their mineral to w-smelter.

The same person. may either mine, lease, or -v’llli/l'l'
all togeathar.

hu'mmy s permitted free of rent, where ever it m?"
be done withowt ullfr/frmy with  the timber rmwl
‘of for mining  purposes. Hining is as sumple a
protess, s the conmon method of I/IWHII/ welli.
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Wisconsin Historical Collections)
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African American
Lead Miners in
Wisconsin Project:
2017-2018

Deja Roberson, Tori Kosobucki,
Simone Rand, Liz Larrison,
Winifred Redfearn

Presented at Council on
Undergraduate Research, Posters
on the Hill Symposium
U.S. House of Representatives,
April 2018







Celebrating Rachel

Project: Summer 2019

Kaitlynn Niehaus, Brandon Snyder,
Kelly Krowne, Keegan Miles,
Joe Addante, Dylan Abernathy




Manumission, 1838
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Henry Dodge,
ENSLAVER

l:'l'/l"l'll‘éiqf'l‘;l’l AR

(& R

Also, Founder of Dodgeville, First

"/:;.(\*‘,_ LISy ving v,

Bt g
—

Territorial Governor of
Wisconsin, and namesake of
Governor Dodge State Park

7




George W. Jones,
ENSLAVER

Also, Founder of Sinsinawa,
Territorial Representative for
Michigan Territory, Territorial
Representative for Wisconsin
Territory, and First Senator for
the state of lowa.




John H. Rountree,
ENSLAVER

Also founder of Platteville,
State Representative of
Wisconsin, and supporter
of higher education in
Platteville




Rachel

Aug. 7, 1828

A gift?
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David Walker’s Appeal, 1829

WALKER’S

APPEAL, .
IN FOUR ARTICLES; ”the Whltes dre

dragging us around in
M AmE, chains and in
R T ——— handcuffs, to their new
States and Territories to

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

P iy T work their mines and

SEPFTEMBER 28, 1829,

e farms, to enrich them

T o, b and their children...”




Honoring
Rachel







Rededicating Rachel’s Gravestone
Hillside Cemetery, Platteville, WI, Oct.




A 4

Nk

'1/ h T
& e T e /
. ok P ey o ,

i -~ > o ’
M : Wil <3 et e
Alld | e e o g gy St
‘H Wi . -
and Felix | o e o
il * re o Fllezde- |
il Hh

The Sum of $330 f' gl ﬁ% Dy, as 7
20" day of May 1830 (/ST S 7 S Foaan rent %%;2 | 4




B I

N b

No. 4.)  SCHEDULE of thewhol nimber of possons

Zz

.I|‘~ .

| % 7 ;
the division allotted o.gsq/,'zmmmuqyw >

"

; FREE WHITE PERSONS, INCLUDING IEADS OF FAMILIES. . FREE COLORED PERSONS.
NAMES ! Mawss ; P maLEs. FEMALES.
OF HEADS OF FAMILIES, - ; (ot
40 | & 2w s 60 | 10|80 3 | =Y 10 | %
Under ‘wmder o under | Deder under . o
, 7 SRR T R R R LA e

4 Retlowsfto

D y

§ (7//[‘1«'., /ﬂUA/

of -
)oan // '/l/u

2 ’/i';'u/ym < A/A

b

J’ e leintiw ‘f(r‘u /
/

" /f://lk THe ’/:lllﬂ ¥,
At Mling Norr
. .

g e £ St /

< S ,./ deren

1R . Numes o dlen t /

; . Vitnear ./.‘/(/(

< Inige :-w‘/::/l'/;n» v
iy 11l C

Rt /:‘/‘,}zr“\ | S ([/:)

=t f';'v"v/fc 61:1(4« .1

- ia o e, 4

" AR
N & 7 ._(.»r»,'//ru

R i

~ Mimaral /rL/ J(/(: iy

T //f).'m/tc(: 7

kS L Bac?

R

3 ,4{1,/#)(,,/, N

. Ut"lu./ s ’/‘5 Srdeoe {
Faph e

dE (VAT un‘{i}'!,"

§
i

E \ﬁﬁt/\é/[u(?

NSl g LG
i 7 Y

U Jl’n "lh‘«hlr{"«’”/’ff;( i
A ?
1+ Karecl KMeodk s
bp e v, |
ol e /

# @
W /l.:lﬁi.: 1%
{ b

/
/
/
i/
/,
2
/

™D

i L g
* A KL Ao .'g ";

~N

~

NN

B 2o,

~

— i

I

S

i}

-

W

BT




‘f é:n w/(,:, s ‘?:
&

P

WUMBER OF PERSONS [N EACH HAMAIY

w
i

by the Marshal of the' basrotin

5 = e g
5 gl
== - .\ S
- -
\.\kﬂ : 5

i ! i= v

. §e

T t - ‘

‘Mﬂ m P B B /

- &

3

i

~

<\

NN N

N

. S n * ~

~ n NI NN ~ i

N QRS Nk A &

~ .774.5. J,Mr/.»rv./..., S NN

1"11-?"5 / lf | 5

1&7

SLAVES.
!
(]




SCHEDULE 1.—Free Inhabitants in . (_ z//e0: &(///“f mthocomtyot%ﬁ/é_sme

24 o | £/ j’/ o S A sl S Griivis \ | 2zece ,/0‘/;2/1( i o

7 t i 4%”.
25 e T A e 22\ . 7

26 s | s
27 L it

2.7

—

iy o
e Al é‘Zz-?/ / et

39 | / /*( /‘2“,,,1,,, = = 3 e 25N

Y/
¢
7
7
e . 7 -
L5
7
Vi

all { /’ K//.,, M’/ Az/é@-l

| T - ) | & |
) 3’1 * l ﬁ//f /[ //‘:;zlm’/’%—cy /f == - ,/141,(' £

e . 7 3 : . : J .

7. ] ¢ ||
L it i R I A1
: ol bt [l

@l | |

1850, Census

» LR etz
M Sk B 2 5T ot P\
3 sy /, 21
¥ oler % /” YAy Jo oot 8
b L, . Jo Z
) Dbt = PAR=
39 Z // — Y |
49 éﬂ —— £ —
s st = 2|y
4 Ut Honrdt. 174 2

e 22

1Y



1834 (IL)
1837 (WI Territory)
Fort Snelling

Scott v. Emerson,
1847

Dred Scott Case,
1857
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Honoring
James Williams and
America Jenkins
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Pleasant Ridge

Formerly enslaved African American
families founded the village of Pleasant
Ridge, Wisconsin in 1848. It was thriving
by 1850 with one of the first integrated
schools East of the Mississippi by 1873.

* Charles and Caroline Shepard and Isaac
and Sarah Shepard came from Virginia,
along with dozens of others largely from
Missouri. They founded the community for
new opportunities. This included members
of the Greene and Grimes Families.

* Several members of the community
served Wisconsin in the Civil War.

* Other black families came to Pleasant
Ridge fleeing the repeal of Reconstruction
in the South by 1877.




MEN OF COLOR

TO ARMS! TO ARMS!
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179,000
African American
men served

e “Our union Friends says ... we are fighting
for the union...very well let the white fight for
what the[y] want and we negroes fight for
what we want... Liberty must take the day
and nothing Shorter.”

a colored man,
New Orleans 1863



S10 not S13 a month

In 1863, Charles Shepard and his son,
John, both walked to Prairie du Chien,
WI to enlist in the Union Army (USCT
(United States Colored Troops).
Charles Shepard was with the 50th
U.S. Infantry Regiment and died at
Vicksburg, MS. John Shepard, a
private in Company K, 42nd
Regiment, died of disease at Cairo, IL
at the end of the war, on his way
home to Pleasant Ridge, Wisconsin.

African American

Civil War Soldiers Memorial, D.C.
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Pleasant Ridge School, Grant Co., WI, 1890




A painting of New
Philadelphia

by memory keeper
Thelma McWorter
Kirkpatrick Wheaton
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Lucy Ann McWorter
Vond, daughter of
Free Frank, and her
husband, near New
Philadelphia, lllinois,
1800s

Courtesy of Pamela
and Sheena Franklin

University of
Southern lllinois

Many Voices
Exhibition




McWorter
Descendants
In northern
California

Images from Kate Williams-McWorter




Memory Keepers

McWorter
Descendants
From Kansas,
lllinois, Colorado,
Texas,

and California

Images from Kate W|II|ams McWorter




What can you do?




Craft Community
Partnerships

UW-Platteville:

Vice Chancellor, Melissa Gormley
Dr. Adam Stanley, History Dept. Chair
Dr. Frank King, Ethnic Studies Dept.
UWP — Black Student Union
SW Wisconsin Room

Clayborn, Benson, Wisconsin Black Historical Society
and Museum

Rev. Gus Barnes
Dr. Rachel Lewis
Tracey Roberts, Grant Co. Historical Soc.
Mining and Rollo Jamison Museums

Dr. Christy Clark-Pujara, UW-Madison

Mining and Rollo Jamison Museums Exhibit

African American

Lead Miners in Wisconsin

&b s d i o S " e o iy o 800
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Lead mining in the Driftless Regi fe d Wi in into a itory and then a state
by 1848. Ho Chunk, Meakw aki, Sauk and other native peoples occazionally mined lead ore
prior to French exploration Indi lead ked with French Canadian prospectors by
the late eighteenth century: By 18"4 a lead rush engulfed the Driftless Region of the Upper
Miszizsippi River Valley: Th+ ic boom 1 dA settl of Southwest
‘Wizconsin and neighboring Iowa and Illinois. Among the early lead miners were an estimated
100 free and enzlaved African Ameri The story of how black lead miners helped build the

region is an essential story for the state of Wisconsin.

Slaves in Wisconsin...was that legal?

The 1787 Northwest Ordinance allowed for the creation of five new states. This
was disastrous for Native nations. The Northwest Ordinance forbade slavery in the
newly opened region. Lax enft d slavery ined in Wi in. Free
and enslaved African Ameri made vital contributions to early Wi in despi
flawed legizlation and practice.

The Prairie du Chien Indian Agent, Joseph Street, complained to
William Clark in 1828 that Dodge’s illegal settlement and mining Qi i e g
would upset the delicate diplomacy of the fur trade, especially ":’“ 100 African Americans anrl
amongst the Ho-Chunk nation. He stated that: ds of European A to

: - th P telers such
“With two negro men in one place he nmnno:gmnﬁ;m:;:;n

[Henry Dodge] raises about 2,000 pounds  R:EiiiaPuE DL (A
. Jones (Sinsinawa) came to the region

[Of lead] per da)"” in the 1820z to mine and process lead.

The amount of money that white settlers could make quickly allowed They brought with them, as part of their
them to force Native peoples off their lands. family units, enslaved men and women.
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