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Martin Luther King, Jr., motorcade, Chicago Freedom Movement July 10, 
1966, Chicago Urban League Photos, University of Illinois at Chicago

I. Confronting Myths

Myth #1



Myth #2



“There shall be neither slavery 
nor involuntary servitude in 
the said territory.” 
Article 6 of the Northwest Ordinance, 1787 



NW 
Ordinance 
1787
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Map of U.S. Lead Mines 
on Upper Mississippi River, 

R.W. Chandler, Galena, Illinois, 1829.



The Power of 
Place

Pleasant Ridge



African American 
Lead Miners in 

Wisconsin Project: 
2017-2018

Deja Roberson, Tori Kosobucki,        
Simone Rand, Liz Larrison,              

Winifred Redfearn

Presented at Council on 
Undergraduate Research, Posters 

on the Hill Symposium
U.S. House of Representatives, 

April 2018





Celebrating Rachel 
Project: Summer 2019

Kaitlynn Niehaus, Brandon Snyder, 
Kelly Krowne, Keegan Miles, 

Joe Addante, Dylan Abernathy



Hearing Tom, 
Joe, Jim, Lear, 

and Toby

Manumission, 1838



Henry Dodge, 
ENSLAVER

Also, Founder of Dodgeville, First 
Territorial Governor of 
Wisconsin, and namesake of 
Governor Dodge State Park



George W. Jones, 
ENSLAVER

Also, Founder of Sinsinawa, 
Territorial Representative for 
Michigan Territory, Territorial 
Representative for Wisconsin 
Territory, and First Senator for 
the state of Iowa.



John H. Rountree,
ENSLAVER

Also founder of Platteville, 
State Representative of 
Wisconsin, and supporter 
of higher education in 
Platteville



Rachel

Aug. 7, 1828

A gift?



David Walker’s Appeal, 1829

“the whites are 
dragging us around in 
chains and in 
handcuffs, to their new 
States and Territories to 
work their mines and 
farms, to enrich them 
and their children…” 



Honoring
Rachel 2019

2020



Celebrating 
Rachel

July 8, 2019
Hillside Cemetery

Platteville, WI



Rededicating Rachel’s Gravestone
Hillside Cemetery, Platteville, WI, Oct. 4, 2019

Rev. Gus Barnes



Maria 
and Felix

The Sum of $330
20th day of May 1830



1840 Census 





1850, Census



1834 (IL)
1837 (WI Territory)

Fort Snelling

Scott v. Emerson, 
1847

Dred Scott Case, 
1857

“trespass on a promise…”



The Curious 
Case of

Paul Jones
Lancaster, WI

1839-1840

Freed in 1842

“trespass on a promise…”



Honoring
James Williams and 

America Jenkins 









Pleasant Ridge

• Formerly enslaved African American 
families founded the village of Pleasant 
Ridge, Wisconsin in 1848. It was thriving 
by 1850 with one of the first integrated 
schools East of the Mississippi by 1873.

• Charles and Caroline Shepard and Isaac 
and Sarah Shepard came from Virginia, 
along with dozens of others largely from 
Missouri. They founded the community for 
new opportunities. This included members 
of the Greene and Grimes Families. 

• Several members of the community 
served Wisconsin in the Civil War. 

• Other black families came to Pleasant 
Ridge fleeing the repeal of Reconstruction 
in the South by 1877. 



179,000 
African American 
men served 
• “Our union Friends says … we are fighting 
for the union…very well let the white fight for 
what the[y] want and we negroes fight for 
what we want… Liberty must take the day 
and nothing Shorter.”

a colored man, 
New Orleans 1863



$10 not $13 a month
In 1863, Charles Shepard and his son, 
John, both walked to Prairie du Chien, 
WI to enlist in the Union Army (USCT 
(United States Colored Troops). 
Charles Shepard was with the 50th 
U.S. Infantry Regiment and died at 
Vicksburg, MS. John Shepard, a 
private in Company K, 42nd 
Regiment, died of disease at Cairo, IL 
at the end of the war, on his way 
home to Pleasant Ridge, Wisconsin.

African American

Civil War Soldiers Memorial, D.C.



Pleasant Ridge School, Grant Co., WI, 1890



Memory Keeping 

A painting of New 
Philadelphia
by memory keeper 

Thelma McWorter
Kirkpatrick Wheaton



Lucy Ann McWorter
Vond, daughter of 
Free Frank, and her 
husband, near New 
Philadelphia, Illinois, 
1800s
Courtesy of Pamela 
and Sheena Franklin

University of 
Southern Illinois 
Many Voices 
Exhibition



Memory Keepers 

McWorter
Descendants
In northern 
California

Images from Kate Williams-McWorter



Memory Keepers 

McWorter
Descendants
From Kansas,
Illinois, Colorado,  

Texas, 
and California

Images from Kate Williams-McWorter



What can you do?



Craft Community 
Partnerships

UW-Platteville:
Vice Chancellor, Melissa Gormley

Dr. Adam Stanley, History Dept. Chair
Dr. Frank King, Ethnic Studies Dept.

UWP – Black Student Union
SW Wisconsin Room

Clayborn, Benson, Wisconsin Black Historical Society 
and Museum

Rev. Gus Barnes

Dr. Rachel Lewis

Tracey Roberts, Grant Co.  Historical Soc.

Mining and Rollo Jamison Museums

Dr. Christy Clark-Pujara, UW-Madison

Mining and Rollo Jamison Museums Exhibit



Read these Books



Amplify Black History


