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Potawatomi "Trail of Death"
march: Sept. - Nov. 1838
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Dasignates 1838 Potawatomi
"Trail of Death" route starting in
Indiana, crossing lllinois and
Misgouri, and ending at present
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Forces against slavery

Sam Clemons/Mark Twain Abraham Lincoln
1835 -1910 1809-1865




V.V i) Lincoln's
WUidird Dream

By Lerone|: - | 8/ &

The moral struggle was more

complex than most
understand.

In any case, these important
white men were not the only
Important opponents to the
evil system of slavery.

New Philadelphia points to
the agency of the African
American for freedom and
the potential for black-white
unity.
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The
Founders of
New
Philadelphia
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“Free Lucy” McWorter

1771-1870 “Free Frank” McWorter
1777-1854




Relation Lifespan Year freed Age freed Years lived free
Frank father 1777-1854, 77 years 1819 42 35
Lucy mother 1771-1870, 99 years 1817 46 52
Juda daughter 1800-1906, 106 years 1850 50 56
Frank Jr. son 1804-1851, 47 years 18297 25 22
Sarah (Sally) daughter 1811-1891, 80 years 1843 32 48
Solomon son 1815-1879, 64 years 1835 20 44
Squire son 1817-1855, 38 years -- born free 38
Commodore son 1823-1855, 32 years -- born free 32
Lucy Ann daughter 1825-1902, 77 years -- born free 77

~ First two generations




Frances Jane
(Joleman McWorter
1843-1925
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Your cousin Solomon [McWorter] is very busy making mo-
lasses from Chinese sugar cane [i.e. sorghum]| which he
raised on thirteen acres of his land. He makes about a barrel
| a day which fetches sixteen dollars. It is excellent if made
good. So you see we are getting quite independent of the

South as to our sweetening.” (Shipman Letter Collection, [~ r
_— | vill be so near she can
: - L come to see me if I cannot to to see her,Sunt Lucy has been sick but is
getting better. She % her age remarkably well. Isuppose she must
be nearly a hundred years | years old if not over. Solomon has an heir a smart little
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McWorter family reunion about 1920 in New Philadelphia
Jane 1s seated at center, grandchildren below




- Her grandchildren, last McWorters born in New 8
- Philadelphia: Thelma, Ellen, Bernice, Cordell and Festus




Seven Ways to Freedom

. Worked

Ran

Bought

. Established a town
Helped others run
Fought in Civil War AND
Lived free

N O vk b0



Seven Ways to Freedom: 1
1 Worked and traded, i slavery and as freedmen and women

Free Frank McWorter became a
successful businessman even while still
a slave! Owned land and worked his
own saltpeter mine
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Seven Ways to Freedom: 3
3. Purchased family out of bondage

Frank McWorter, either
directly or by funds left
after he died, purchased

16 family members out
‘of slavery: 3 generations

freed from 1817 into 1850s. Pj . | y

McWorter men married
‘Walker women. Walkers
‘purchased themselves out ’ -~
of slavery in Missourt. e ved bty
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n Ways to Freedom: 4

o Foimded a town as a beacon “New Philadelphia”
ly found a town ... McWorter Law 1837

1836 ... F1rst

In force 19tk
Jan, 1837

Sec. 1s  Be it enacted by the people of the State of Iili-

AN ACT to change the name of Free Frank,
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Free
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rank, of the county of Pike and State of Illinois,
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be and is hereby changed to that of Frank McWorter, by Name che
which latter name he shall hereafter be called and known, w.,,u,
and sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, purchase and

convey both real and personal property in said last men- Powers, &e:
tioned name, and the children of said Free Frank shall
hereafter take the name of their father, as changed and

-

provnded for by this act. §
Sec. 2. This act to be in force from and after its
pass

Arrnoven 19th January, 1837 Abe Lincoln was in

e Vandalia for this vote!
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;5 Helped others get free ... a station on the Underground

Rallroad
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Eékelberger’s
‘Wagon

Seated left to right, Hazel Johnson, Naomi Marley, Edna

- Stillflew, Ruby Bowen, Pauline Eckelberger, and Marjorie

- Eckelberger. Middle row left to right, Helen Eckelberger,
two umidentified girls, Gladys McWorter, Margaret
éGibson, Louise Eckelberger, Mildred Stllflew. Back row
left to right, teacher Fay Bennet, Harry Johnson, Paul

- Burdick, Lloyd Gibson, Festus McWorter, Cordell

VicWorter, unidentified boy, Wayne Johnson.




Tantalizing evidence
of an early meeting of
Free Will Baptists in
Pike County
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Church minutes for May 4, 1833 “The church agree to send a letter

~and messengers to meet a convention of the sister churches at Blue
“River on the 2nd Saturday in June next to arrange an association” and
Agree that the clerk write a letter for inspection tomorrow and that
other Martin, Wilham Freeman, and Brother Free Frank bear 1t.”




SIDE: Union
COMPANY: F

Vond, William

BATTLE UNIT NAME: 13th Regiment, United S;

SOLDIER'S RANK IN: Private

SIDE: Union
COMPANY: G

Clark, Thomas

BATTLE UNIT NAME: 38th Regiment, United

SIDE: Union

COMPANY: F

SOLDIER’'S RANK IN: Private
SOLDIER'S RANK OUT: Private
ALTERNATE NAME: M589 ROLL 17
FILM NUMBER C-53

McWorter, Squire

BATTLE UNIT MAME: 38th Regiment, United States Colored Infantry

SOLDIER'S RANK IN: Private
SOLDIER'S RANK OUT: Corporal
ALTERNATE NAME: Squire/McWeters
FILM NUMBER: M589 ROLL 59

Clark, Simeon

BATTLE UNIT NAME: 38th Regiment, United §
SIDE: Union

COMPANY: F

SOLDIER'S RANK IN: Private

SOLDIER'S RANK OUT: Private

A ‘ER IATE NAME: M589 ROLL 17

LM NUMBER C-53

and
also
Martin
Kimbro




sven Ways to Freedom: 7
7. Lived free, on their own land with guns, 20 miles from slavery




Free Frank McWorter |'
Historic Memorial |
Highway

The future
Free Frank New Pl]ilﬂdelp]]iﬂ

Historic Frontier Town

NATIONAL REGISTER
OF HISTORIC PLACES

BY THE UNITED STAT
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
AUGUST 11, 2005

and stimulated historical imagination



Literature about New Philadelphia
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Since the 1830s: local and state media have reported
on New Philadelphia ...
Next to come: Stories of all the descendants
of New Philadelphia!

Historical Archaeology

ope SR
Published 1964

by
Pike County Historical Society

[ NEW PHILADELPHIA ‘

An Archaeology of Race in the Heartland + Paul A. Shackel

2010
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- What can we learn
from New Philadelphia?
Knowledge of self 1s essential.

Knowledge 1s often hidden 1n plain view.

Universal knowledge 1s only possible
by examining particular cases.



. COMMUNITY

New Philadelphia
Frank and Lucy
McWorter’s town grew
~Into a community that

- prospered, held together

by the American tradition
of neighborliness

People took care of each
other, strangers were
always welcome.

Today

Can we practice this
tradition and be good
neighbors to each other?

Strangers or ummigrants
may be here by choice or
by force. They are not
always welcome: Can we
change that?



" FREEDOM

New Philadelphia
Americans from Africa
and Europe lived together
1n this abolhionist village,
- guided by a freedom
mission.
They helped people
escaping from slavery and
sent their sons to fight in

the Civil War.
They stood for freedom.

Today
In and beyond the US,

terrorism threatens us.
The legacy of slavery lhives
in white power and fascist
militia movements.

Now 1s the time for every
freedom loving person to
take a stand and build on

the legacy of New
Philadelphia.



If New
~ Philadelphia
~ was possible,
- then the

future is
- possible!
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