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1824: Michael and Jane Huffaker, Woodlawn Farm, J’ville

And the Griegsons … the Gilletts … the Talcotts … the 
Congregationalist “Abolitionist Church” … and Emily and 

Robert’s 1838 flight from the Clay House



1829: Illinois College, Jacksonville, IL

Edward Beecher, first president, 
and his sister Harriet Beecher 
Stowe who visited campus 

Henry Ward Beecher, preacher, 
lecturer, and one of “Beecher’s Bibles” sent to John Brown for the battles for Free Kansas.



1831: Frank and Lucy McWorter, Pike County



Context

Black Hawk, War Chief of the Sauk
Fought in the War of 1812 and in 1832



Sam Clemons/Mark Twain
1835 -1910

Abraham Lincoln
1809-1865

Forces against slavery



The moral struggle was more
complex than most 
understand.

In any case, these important
white men were not the only
important opponents to the
evil system of slavery.

New Philadelphia points to 
the agency of the African 
American for freedom and 
the potential for black-white 
unity.



Convention movement began in Philadelphia 1830;
Illinoisians met in Chicago 1853, Alton 1856, more

Home counties of Chicago delegates starred purple, Alton starred red.



Practical abolitionism across 
West Central 

Illinois

Quincy: Dr. Eels house the site of 
freedom seeking that went to the 
Supreme Court and electrified the nation.  



“Free Lucy” McWorter
1771-1870 “Free Frank” McWorter

1777-1854

The 
Founders of 
New 
Philadelphia

Founders



First two generations



Frances Jane 
Coleman McWorter 

1843-1925

Solomon McWorter 
1815-1879

§
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McWorter family reunion about 1920 in New Philadelphia
Jane is seated at center, grandchildren below



Her grandchildren, last McWorters born in New 
Philadelphia: Thelma, Ellen, Bernice, Cordell and Festus



Seven Ways to Freedom
1. Worked

2. Ran

3. Bought

4. Established a town

5. Helped others run

6. Fought in Civil War AND

7. Lived free



Seven Ways to Freedom: 1
1.  Worked and traded, in slavery and as freedmen and women

Free Frank McWorter became a 
successful businessman even while still 
a slave!  Owned land and worked his 
own saltpeter mine

§



Seven Ways to Freedom: 2
2.  Ran as freedom seekers on the Underground Railroad

Firstborn son Frank Jr, settled in Essex County, Canada before returning to Kentucky

§



Seven Ways to Freedom: 3
3. Purchased family out of bondage

Frank McWorter, either
directly or by funds left
after he died, purchased
16 family members out 
of slavery: 3 generations 
freed from 1817 into 1850s.

McWorter men married
Walker women.  Walkers 
purchased themselves out 
of slavery in Missouri. Photo of a five-generation-enslaved family



Seven Ways to Freedom: 4
5.  Founded a town as a beacon “New Philadelphia” 1836 … First 
African American to legally found a town … McWorter Law 1837

Abe Lincoln was in 
Vandalia for this vote!

§



Seven Ways to Freedom: 5
5.  Helped others get free … a station on the Underground 
Railroad

§



Eckelberger’s
Wagon

Seated left to right, Hazel Johnson, Naomi Marley, Edna 
Stillflew, Ruby Bowen, Pauline Eckelberger, and Marjorie 
Eckelberger. Middle row left to right, Helen Eckelberger, 
two unidentified girls, Gladys McWorter, Margaret 
Gibson, Louise Eckelberger, Mildred Stillflew. Back row 
left to right, teacher Fay Bennet, Harry Johnson, Paul 
Burdick, Lloyd Gibson, Festus McWorter, Cordell 
McWorter, unidentified boy, Wayne Johnson.

§



Church minutes for May 4, 1833: “The church agree to send a letter 
and messengers to meet a convention of the sister churches at Blue 
River on the 2nd Saturday in June next to arrange an association” and 
“Agree that the clerk write a letter for inspection tomorrow and that 
Brother Martin, William Freeman, and Brother Free Frank bear it.” 

Tantalizing evidence 
of an early meeting of 
Free Will Baptists in 
Pike County



Seven Ways to Freedom: 6
6.  Took up arms as Union soldiers in the Civil War

and 
also 
Martin 
Kimbro

§



Seven Ways to Freedom: 7
7. Lived free, on their own land, with guns, 20 miles from slavery



New Philadelphia has earned historical recognition

and stimulated historical imagination



Literature about New Philadelphia

1964 1981 1983 2010 2011

Since the 1830s: local and state media have reported 
on New Philadelphia … 

Next to come: Stories of all the descendants 
of New Philadelphia!
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What can we learn
from New Philadelphia?

History is our greatest teacher.

Knowledge of self is essential.

Knowledge is often hidden in plain view.

Universal knowledge is only possible 
by examining particular cases. 



COMMUNITY
New Philadelphia
Frank and Lucy 
McWorter’s town grew 
into a community that 
prospered, held together 
by the American tradition 
of neighborliness 

People took care of each 
other, strangers were 
always welcome.  

Today
Can we practice this 
tradition and be good 
neighbors to each other?

Strangers or immigrants 
may be here by choice or 
by force. They are not 
always welcome: Can we 
change that?



FREEDOM
New Philadelphia
Americans from Africa 
and Europe lived together 
in this abolitionist village, 
guided by a freedom 
mission.

They helped people 
escaping from slavery and 
sent their sons to fight in 
the Civil War.

They stood for freedom.

Today
In and beyond the US, 
terrorism threatens us. 
The legacy of slavery lives 
in white power and fascist 
militia movements.  

Now is the time for every 
freedom loving person to 
take a stand and build on 
the legacy of New 
Philadelphia.



If New 
Philadelphia 
was possible, 
then the 
future is 
possible!
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